This third edition of the Handbook of Venous Disorders represents a comprehensive review of all topics for the diagnosis and treatment of venous disease. Unique to this publication is that it stems from a scientific organization, namely the American Venous Forum, an organization of primarily vascular surgeons whose mission is to promote venous and lymphatic health through research, education and technology. The editor, associate editors and authors are widely known national and international experts in the fields of venous and lymphatic disease.
This extensive book contains 744 pages, divided into seven parts and 65 chapters. Included are 12 new chapters devoted primarily to advances in endovascular technology for the treatment of venous disease. Also new is the presentation of evidence-based practice guidelines, the formation of which is briefly discussed at the beginning of the book. These guidelines follow the common level of evidence designations used in other medical guidelines. The seven main topics of focus for the book include basic science and pathophysiology of venous disease, diagnostic evaluation, acute venous thrombosis, chronic venous disease, special venous problems, lymphedema, and finally developmental and priority areas of the American Venous Forum in the management of venous disease. Included in each part are multiple chapters, each with its own table of contents for easy access of information.
This book's main strength is the breadth of venous problems discussed. The discussion concerning basic science and the physiology of venous disease is comprehensive, bringing together a vast amount of information not easily retrievable in one source. The largest section on the management of chronic venous disorders is also wide-ranging, with chapters devoted to the newest endovascular techniques including laser, radiofrequency ablation and foam sclerotherapy of varicose veins. There are also several chapters updating endovascular and surgical techniques for the treatment of incompetent perforating valves.
The photographs, diagrams, and illustrations throughout the book are clear, in color, and well labeled. There are many tables and several chapters contain bullet-style summary points at the end of the chapter.
The new feature of the provision of evidence-based guidelines deserves comment. These are summarized for the entire book in Chapter 65. Interestingly, guidelines are not only provided for the management of venous disease, but for physiology and epidemiology as well. The editor states in his introduction that including these guidelines was intended to help clinicians with the evaluation and treatment of patients with these diseases. While I applaud the intent and agree with the value of providing practice guidelines, the methodology used to formulate them is not discussed. In particular, it is important to reveal whether these guidelines were based on thorough qualitative or quantitative systematic evaluation of the scientific literature, whether grading decisions were made by individual authors or by consensus panel, and to comprehensively list the articles that were used to formulate the guidelines. The editor does point out that these guidelines should not be interpreted as dogma, but should be used in the context of the individual patient. On close review, there is also some inconsistency in the presentation of these guidelines. Some recommendations are contradictory between chapters, several different formats are used (tables, bullet points), and some are directly taken or adapted from previously published guidelines. As with any first publication, the process remains dynamic and subject to scrutiny.
Overall, this textbook is a valuable review of venous disease and would be a welcome addition to any clinician's library. The textbook is well suited to those beginning a career in vascular medicine or surgery. I would highlight that the book would be ideal for both surgical colleagues desiring more information about the medical management of venous disease and medical colleagues who desire a better understanding of endovascular and surgical techniques. In this era of quick web-based searches, this textbook epitomizes the importance of comprehensive editorial topic review.
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